La Cité Innovation Hub

Taillandier Architectes Associés










Facades Concept

According to archive photographs, the historic facades

were heavily ornamented, with a triple arched opening for
each nave. After the partial destruction of the building, this
unigue identifying feature was replaced and forgotten. TAA
decided to pay a tribute to this original design, opting for
a modern reinterpretation instead of a reproduction. The
new facades comprise vertical twisted metal blades which
reproduce the impression of the former arches, depending
on perspective. On the south west facade, these blades are
horizontally oriented to work as brise soleils. The concrete
awning pillars sheltering the former loading dock are
stripped bare to magnify the structure. Alternating open-
ings and pillars create a rhythmic quality.

Interior layout and program

A 5m x 5m grid of wooden beams and pillars is based on
that of the existing building. This is filled by either fully
glazed, partially glazed, or fully wooden panels, all ther-
mally and acoustically insulated, making for a completely
flexible and modular system.

The ecosystem square is a place of free expression and in-

teraction, equipped with benches. This space is at the heart
of the system, welcoming, uniting and connecting users.

At the center, or heart of the ecosystem, are the services,
meeting rooms, restaurant and connections to other areas.
This is a place of encounters, with the conference room as
the ‘crown jewel’ The events space can host exhibitions,
conferences and other events. The creative workshops are
open to the public; their large ceiling height accommo-
dates large-scale prototypes.

Materials

Throughout, original materials have been rediscovered and
celebrated. In stripping the brickwork, two original paint
colors were rediscovered: khaki green and vellow, used in
the aeronautic industry to designate left and right. Briand
& Berthereau used this code to design the identity of the
signage system. The concrete of the structure, newly pres-
sure sanded, is also celebrated. The new wooden structures
create a contrast, accentuating the materials of the industri-
al architecture of the 20th century while developing a low
carbon footprint that reflect the environmental preoccupa-
tions of the 21st century. Michéle Woodger
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